Introduction
It is perhaps inevitable that both the public and personal piety of Scotland's thirteenthcentury kings should appear, at first, unremarkable in contrast to that of the long-reigning Henry III of England and Louis IX of France. Henry's consuming spiritual and material investment at Westminster Abbey in the cult of his ancestor, Edward the Confessor, and, from 1247, the associated veneration at that house of a Holy Blood relic, were but the most outward signs of a deep personal faith wedded tightly to Plantagenet political ends. The studies of David Carpenter, Paul Binski, Nicholas Vincent, Sarah Dixon-Smith and others have revealed in Henry a commitment to a wide, varied and costly round of religious building as well as daily and annual observances through masses, alms-giving and ritual commemoration.
1 Many of these practices were continued by Henry's son: as Michael Prestwich has illustrated, Edward I's rule can also be shown to reflect a strong personal as well as heavily politicised faith. 2 Nonetheless, the contemporary and historical reputations of both these English monarchs have always struggled to compete with that of the 'most Christian' French king. Louis was a charismatic religious exemplar, canonised in 1297, but 1 P. Binski, Westminster Abbey and the Plantagenets: Kingship and the Representation of Power, 1200 -1400 (London, 1995 (Harlaxton, 1985) , 120-8. golden Lenten roses gifted to a layman (c.1182), and his penitential foundation of such great houses as the Tironesian abbey of Arbroath, dedicated to Thomas Becket (1178).
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By the same measure, Alexander III, although king of a reign recalled as a golden age by Scots from the late fourteenth century onwards, has never been especially remarked for his piety: we have only routine claims, say, that 'every day in the life of this king the church of Christ flourished… [and he was] course, was both a religious and political event which can be directly related to the development of the subjects of the kings of Scots as a nation or gens, obviously comparable and in competition with similar rituals choreographed and embraced by sacral monarchy at thirteenth-century Westminster and St Denis. 9 But to date it is not an event which historians have particularly linked to the religion or religiosity of any individual king of Scots.
It is likely the case that there has been little attempt to probe deeper into the faith of Scottish kings in a manner similar to studies of Henry III and St Architecture and Furnishings (Stroud, 2002) . 12 These dates have been extrapolated from J. Scoular ed., A Handlist of the Acts of Alexander II, 1214 -49 (Edinburgh, 1959 and G.G. Simpson ed., A Handlist of the Acts of Alexander III , the Guardians and John, 1249-96 (Edinburgh, 1960) . N.B. the first of these volumes is about to be superseded by K.J. Stringer ed., Regesta Regum Scottorum, volume iii: the Acts of Alexander II, 1214-49 (forthcoming) . fixed dates should be added an awareness of moveable religious feasts such as Lent, Easter and Trinity Sunday. It is possible to use royal acta to attempt to furthermore identify where the court was located around such major Christian feasts each year (just as its location for fixed dates might also be extrapolated). Admittedly, this approach has severe limitations. Far fewer royal acts are extant for the thirteenth century than for the fourteenth, leaving a higher proportion of blank possible non-business or liturgical days to be explored. 13 Alexander II, no. 195. 24 CLR, Henry III 1226-40, 131, 160, 309-15; CPR, Henry III 1216-25, 230; ibid., Henry III 1232-47, 132, 148; CCR, Henry III 1234-7, 331, 559-60; CDS, i, no.s 1255 CDS, i, no.s , 1309 CDS, i, no.s -12, 1654 Henry III 1226-40, 316-7; ibid., Henry III 1240-5, 17, 220, 290, 306-7; ibid., Henry III 1245-51, 35, 62, 97, 242; CDS, i, no.s 1405 CDS, i, no.s , 1407 CDS, i, no.s , 1458 CDS, i, no.s , 1626 CDS, i, no.s , 1660 CDS, i, no.s , 1670 CDS, i, no.s , 1692 . 38 iii, 123-42, 166-95, 206-8, 262-70. 54 Barrow, 'The Kings of Scots and Durham', 316. Malcolm III and Margaret 
